Meg Greenfield, noted columnist for the Washington Post and Newsweek, recently wrote
that "adult education is a growth industry." It is growing for two reasons. The first is the
demographic emergence of the adult population: those over 21 represented 59 percent of the
population In 1967, 67 percent in 1980, and will be 70 percent in 1990. The second has been
a change in our understanding of what constitutes adulthood and adult learning.

The 1970's might be characterized as the decade that saw the death of the assumption of
adult stasis and the widespread acceptance of the Idea proposed by ErlUson, Levinson,
Greene, and others that adulthood is dynamic: 50 or more years marked by stages of personal
development and periods of transition. The idea of adulthood as a period of continuing
change and learning is replacing the longstanding notion that adulthood Is a stable period of
life in which a person applies the learning acquired in adolescence and childhood,

The two papers in this report explore the dimensions of this second reason and their im-
plications for adult learning. The approach goes beyond such formulations as "the adult as
learner Is different from the child as learner" and explanations of this based on the voluntary
nature of adult learning and education, the complexity of adult life, and the many roles adults
play while learning.

Harry Lasker and James Moore review the major works on adult psychological, Intellec-
tual, and moral development, They divide the various perspectives into two major groups,
both of which assume that there are qualitative changes In the ways adults understand and act
and that certain aspects of these changes occur in progressive sequences. One group examines
the phases through which almost all adults pass and which occur at relatively fixed
chronological periods (ages), The other views adults as developing into and through various
identifiable stages that are similar from person to person, although the rate of development
and the highest levels attained vary considerably.

As an adult passes from one phase to another, according to one phase theorist, Daniel
Levinson, the person makes deliberate choices that change the ways In which (s)he organizes
and acts In her/his world, integrating one's evolving personal philosophy and self-
understanding with changes In one's circumstances, family, career, and leisure activities.
Understanding these differences may enable educators to understand the adult learner's moti-
vations for choosing or not choosing a program, the personal goals and objectives brought to
the experience, and some of the difficulties that individual learners may have In relating to the
experience. This may be particularly true of those with fewer years of formal education, if ad-
ditional research were done on their experiences in changing and adapting to life's phases.
Education may have a significant role to play In precipitating or completing the transition from
one phase to another.
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